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Status 

"!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)E This action is FINAL. 2 b)Q This action is non-final. 

3)D S hiS ap P^ ation is in condit «on for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition of Claims™ W ^ PraCt '' Ce ^ E * ^ ° Uay,e ' 1 935 C D " 1 1 453 O *G 213. 
4-M Claim(s) 1-5.7-27 and 29-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

SM Claim(s) 1-5.7-27.29 and 31-34 j s /are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 30 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0M The drawings filed on 23 July 2001 is/are: a)E accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) K Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 
a)l3 All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) "aiionai fctage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

i«r-i a i 9 translation of the forei 9 n language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 • This action is responsive to amendment A filed 4/4/02. Claims 6 and 28 are now 
canceled and new claims 30-34 are added. Claims 1-5, 7-27 and 29-34 are now 
pending in the application. 

2. Based on applicant's amendment, the rejections of claim 1 and 1 7 under 35 USC 
112, second paragraph, are withdrawn. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered by the examiner. The 
applicant argues that claims 1-34 are allowable over the prior art. The applicant states 
that the allowable subject matter indicated in claim 6 has been added to independent 
claim 1, making claim 1 and all claims dependent upon it allowable over the prior art. 
The examiner agrees that amended claim 1 and all claims dependent from claim 1 are 
now allowable over the prior art. 

The applicant argues that claims 15, 20, 25 and 29, have been rewritten into 
independent form and are now allowable over the prior art. The examiner agrees that 
amended claims 15, 20, 25, and 29 are now allowable over the prior art. 
The applicant's arguments with respect to claim 17 being allowable over the prior art are 
moot, claim 17 is dependent upon claim 1, and is therefore allowable for the same 
reasons as claim 1 . 
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Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
Wn 4 701 012 to Kaiser. 

transmit light. 



6. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-5, 7-27, 29 and 31-34 are allowed. 



7. The following is a 
matter: 



statement of reasons for the i 



ndication of allowable subject 
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Referring to claims 1-5, 7-14, 17-19, 24, 26 and 27, the prior art does not 
disclose all the limitations of the claimed invention. The prior art does not disclose the 
electro-optical module as claimed, including: a first glass ferrule; a second glass ferrule; 
where the first glass ferrule receives the first optical waveguide section and has an end 
surface that is inclined to correspond to the inclined end surface of the first optical 
waveguide section; where the second glass ferrule receives the second optical 
waveguide section and has an end surface that is inclined to correspond to the inclined 
end surface of the second optical waveguide section; and where both ferrules are 
transparent. 

Referring to claims 15 and 16, the prior art does not disclose all the limitations of 
the claimed invention. The prior art does not disclose the electro-optical module as 
claimed, including: the first optical waveguide section and the second optical 
waveguide section defining a gap therebetween; and an immersion means filling the 
gap, and having a matched refractive index. 

Referring to claims 20-23, the prior art does not disclose all the limitations of the 
claimed invention. The prior art does not disclose the electro-optical module as 
claimed, including: a To-can holding the optical component. 

Referring to claim 25, the prior art does not disclose all the limitations of the 
claimed invention. The prior art does not disclose the electro-optical module as 
claimed, including: the core of the first optical waveguide being larger than the core of 
the second optical waveguide. 
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Caimedinventio, The prior ar, does no, disclose me electro-optica, module as 
enasu.aoeo.thesecondwave^eseCionareadiacen.and.ormaSO/SO.eam 

splitter. . 

R e,erhngto31,he prior artdoes no, disclose a„ the limitations o f the c,a,med 

re ceives,he fi rs. optica, waveguide section and has an end surface that is inclined* 
second 9 ,ass ferrule receives the second optical waveguide section and has an end 
waveguide section; and where both ferrules are transparent. 

.aimed invention. The prior art does notdisdose the optica, wave 3 uide stn-cture as 
Caimed, induding: the f,rs, optica, waveguide section and the second opt.ca, 
wa ve 9 uide section def,ning a gap therebetween; and an immersion means f.ling the 
gap and having a matched refractive index. 

the second optical waveguide. 
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Referring to claim 34, the prior art does not disclose all the limitations of the 
claimed invention. The prior art does not disclose the optical waveguide structure as 
claimed, including: the inclined surface of the first waveguide section and the inclined 
end surface of the second waveguide section are adjacent and form a 50/50 beam 
splitter. 



Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin S Wood whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
5296. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7am - 5:30 pm). 
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examiner's 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
supervisor, Rodney B Bovernick can be reached on (703) 308-4819. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-931 8 for regular communications and (703) 872-931 9 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose te.ephone number is (703) 307- 
0956. 




